SAMUEL HOPKINS - Soldier, Lawyer, Congressman

By: John Whiteside

Born on April 9, 1753 in Albemarle County, Virginia, Samuel Hopkins was named after his
father, an Irish immigrant and doctor. His mother, Isabella Taylor, had a longer history in
Virginia, and was a cousin to Patrick Henry, as well as other prominent Virginia families of
the period. Hopkins studied both surveying and law prior to the outbreak of hostilities with
the British forces in the colonies. Realizing the existing threat to freedom, Hopkins helped
organize the 6th Virginia Regiment and was appointed Captain in February 1776. His
Virginia unit would see duty in New Jersey and Hopkins would cross the icy Delaware River
on Christmas Eve to confront the Hessians at Trenton with General Washington.

Hopkins continued his adventurous tour of duty under Washington’s command, fighting the
British at Princeton and Brandywine, and getting severely wounded at Germantown while
losing the majority of his command. While recuperating from his wound at Valley Forge, his
regiment was absorbed into the 2nd Virginia. He presided at court martials at Valley Forge
and was known for his efforts at maintaining a cheerful spirit amongst the troops. For his
efforts, he was promoted to Lt. Colonel of the 14th VAregiment on June 19, 1778, the day
the Continental Army marched out from Valley Forge, just prior to the Battle of Monmouth,
New Jersey.

The Virginia Line continued to reorganize as a result of injuries and loss of manpower. The
14th became the 2nd and was eventually transferred to Charleston, South Carolina to
defend the port city from the British. Hopkins took over command as Colonel at Charleston
following the death of Colonel Parker. Despite brave efforts and a shortage of troops,
Charleston was lost to the enemy on May 20, 1780. Hopkins was arrested and placed
aboard a prison ship with his other officers. They would be exchanged on February 12,
1781. Hopkins then continued to serve in the 1st Virginia until the end of the war.

Hopkins’ service to the country did not end with the Revolutionary War. He became
involved in surveying, directing land subdivision in North Carolina and Kentucky. He
completed his law studies and became a judge in Henderson, Kentucky. He would
subsequently serve as both a State Representative and a State Senator, prior to the next
war with the British in 1812. Commissioned by President James Madison as a Major



General, Hopkins and his volunteers were sent to fight against the Kickapoo Indians.
Following his return to Kentucky, he was elected as a congressman to the 13th United
States Congress where he served for one term.

Hopkins and his wife, Elizabeth Branch Bugg, would enjoy eight children during the
remainder of their lives in Henderson, Kentucky. He would pass away peacefully at the age
of 66 on September 16, 1819. Hopkins County and Hopkinsville, Kentucky have been
named in his honor. He is buried in General Hopkins Cemetery in Hopkins County,
Kentucky. His gravestone, once vandalized, was restored in 2001. In May 2018, his
gravestone was again vandalized and awaits repair.
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