
Matthew Clarkson, Aide de Camp 

By:  Henry Pei 

  

Managing the war effort was no small feat. Usually, Revolutionary War leaders had a few trusted 

advisors to assist them in their work, known as Aides de Camp.  Aides de Camp were the helpers 

of a high-ranking officer and were usually educated and very dedicated to their work.  These 

men were quite talented and played a vital role in the war effort.  Without Aides de Camp, the 

generals would not able been able to manage and maintain the army.  Even though some of these 

Aides de Camp may be lesser known, the role they played in the Revolutionary War was 

undeniably significant.  One example of an Aide de Camp was Matthew Clarkson. 

  

Matthew Clarkson was born on October 17, 1758, in New York City, New York.  He had two 

wives: Mary Rutherford and Sarah Cornell (not at the same time).  He enlisted in the Continental 

Army in Long Island and later served as an Aide de Camp to Benedict Arnold.  Clarkson was 

present at the Battle of Saratoga, where the Americans scored a major victory over the British 

with the help of Benedict Arnold.  Furthermore, Matthew Clarkson was present at the Valley 

Forge encampment and took his loyalty oath at Valley Forge’s Artillery Park in May of 1778. 

  

Later, he served under General Benjamin Lincoln with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. Matthew 

Clarkson was taken prisoner in 1780.  He was also present at many major battles such as the 

Siege of Savannah and the Battle of Charleston.  After the end of the Revolutionary War, 

General Lincoln became the Secretary of War, and Clarkson was his assistant.  Clarkson was an 

abolitionist and was very active politically. He even ran for the U.S Senate in 1802. 

  

Furthermore, Clarkson kept serving in the military, overseeing a portion of the state militia, and 

bearing the rank of Major General.  Clarkson had many important achievements such as serving 

as the President of the New York City Hospital and serving as the President of the Bank of New 

York.  Clarkson also grew wealthy off investments and land speculating.  Land speculation is 

when a wealthy individual buys large portions of land for a cheap price and resells them to others 

for a markup.  Clarkson generously gave away much of his wealth through acts of philanthropy. 

  

Matthew Clarkson died on April 25, 1825, in New York City, New York.  He had a town named 

after him in 1819 (Clarkson, New York).  Matthew Clarkson is a shining example of a brave man 

who played a significant role in the fight for liberty and freedom. 
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