Agrippa Hull - African American Soldier

By: John Whiteside

Agrippa Hull, often called by his nickname “Grippy,” was born on March 7, 1759 as a free
Black man in the small village of Northampton, Massachusetts. His father, Amos, would
only live for two more years, dying in 1761, never getting to enjoy the exceptional son he
fathered. Life became a financial struggle for Grippy’s mother Bathsheba, so she
eventually sent him to live with another free Black farming family in Stockbridge, a nearby
town, when he was six years old. It was there in Stockbridge with Joab and Rose Binney
that he would develop lasting roots as both a farmer and a well-liked, American citizen.

Shortly after his eighteenth birthday, on May 1, 1777, Hull enlisted in the Continental Army
for the duration of the war, first serving in Captain John Chadwick’s company of the 12"
Massachusetts Regiment as a private. Shortly thereafter, Private Hull was assigned as an
orderly to Major General John Paterson. Orderlies were often selected for their military
bearing, intelligence, dependability, and trustworthiness. Hull surely possessed all of those
values, and itis a testament to his exceptional military service for more than six years
serving only for and with general officers.

Valley Forge muster roll records place Hull at Valley Forge at the beginning of the
encampment there in December 1777. As an orderly and a Black soldier, it was likely that
he was included in performing fatigue duty at Valley Forge. He, and other soldiers like him,
would spend their time and efforts at building log huts to house the encampment there.
After serving about two years under General Paterson, Hull was reassigned as a personal
aide to then Polish Colonel Thaddeus Kosciuszko, an engineering expert. Their relationship
would continue and grow closer throughout the remainder of the war.

Hull would accompany Colonel Kosciuszko north to Saratoga and West Point, New York,
seeing combat along the way. As the war shifted to the southern states of Virginia, North
and South Carolina, Hull and Kosciuszko would get to observe first hand, the increased
poverty and cruelty affecting the enslaved population in those areas. Once again, Hull
faced increasingly brutal combat in places like Ninety-Six, Eutaw Springs, and the Battle of
Cowpens. At times during the bloody southern battles, Hull served as a surgeon’s
assistant, participating with aid to the wounded soldiers and even helping with



amputations, a task that would remain in his memory for his lifetime. Hull would eventually
return to West Point where he would receive his discharge papers, personally signed by
George Washington in July 1783. Despite an offer from Kosciuszko to return to Poland with
him, Hull decided to return home to Stockbridge, Massachusetts.

Hull spent the remainder of his life working with an attorney friend to seek freedom for
enslaved Blacks in the town, including his own wife, Jane Darby. She and Grippy would
eventually have four children. After her death, Hull remarried Margaret Timbrooks. Hull
worked hard as a household servant, saved his money and eventually became the largest
Black landowner in Stockbridge. He began receiving a military pensionin 1818. He was
known throughout the local community as a man of great dignity, pride, character, and
possessing a biting wit. He was a trusted friend to all the white, Black, and Native
Americans living in the area. Agrippa Hull passed away on May 21, 1848 and is buried in
Stockbridge Congregational Church Cemetery, Berkshire County, Massachusetts.
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